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The Water Quality Plan assumes that, as TMDLs are completed, the TMDL Implementation Plans
will refine water quality goals and management activities by water resource and the Capital
Improvement Plan will be revised to incorporate additional projects identified in the TMDLs.

Water Quality Monitoring.

The Shingle Creek and West Mississippi Watershed Management Commissions annually monitor
the lakes and streams of the watersheds to assess the current status of water resources in their
respective watersheds as well as to monitor progress toward accomplishing the goals set forth in
their Water Quality Plan.

Currently, the majority of the Commissions’ water quality monitoring program is conducted in the
Shingle Creek watershed where stream monitoring for water quantity and quality, lake monitoring,
macroinvertebrate monitoring and wetland monitoring take place. Macroinvertebrate monitoring
and wetland monitoring are also conducted in the West Mississippi watershed. The Commissions’
technical staff obtains most stream water quality data while volunteers collect most lake water
quality, stream macroinvertebrate and wetland data. The 2008 Water Quality Monitoring Report is
found on the Commission’s website. A map showing the monitoring locations within the two
watersheds is found in Appendix 3.

Macroinvertebrate Monitoring.

Macroinvertebrate monitoring was initiated in 1995 to provide
hands-on environmental education for high school and college
students, promote river stewardship and obtain water quality
information on streams in Hennepin County. Called River Watch, the
program connects teachers and students with professionals to
monitor the health of local streams. The Commission has
participated in the River Watch Program since 1998.

For various reasons monitoring in the West Mississippi watershed
has been sporadic. Creeks in the West Mississippi watershed have
undergone serious modifications and impacts. In the recent past
only one site has been monitored— Site 20 where Edinbrook
Channel turns into Mattson Brook in Brooklyn Park. Teachers
Cindy Ward and Staci Marshall and students from South High
School began monitoring this site in the fall of 2007 after a three-
year absence.

The site on Mattson Brook is just upstream of the outlet to the Mississippi. Access is from a side
road, Dupont Avenue, just off 85th Avenue North. This site is primarily residential with very good
instream shading from large trees. There is a storm drain directly from 85th Ave. into the creek
where sampling takes place. The banks are fairly shallow but erosion is apparent. The stream bed is
stable with some deep areas of sand and silt.

The grading scale used in River Watch takes into account three major biotic indices. The first is the
Family Biotic Index (FBI) which measures the overall community of invertebrates and their
tolerance to pollution levels. The second is the EPT. EPT stands for Ephemeroptera, Plecoptera
and Trichoptera (mayflies, stoneflies and caddisflies). Presence of these sensitive individuals
indicates better water quality. Finally, the number of families measures the total diversity of family
units. Again, the higher the number the better the water quality.
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A minimum of 100 organisms need to be collected at a site for reliable results. This has been
problematic in the past; however, new sampling techniques now more frequently result in the capture
of 100+ organisms. While the number of families represented has been increasing, the organisms that
are being found are those that are more tolerant of poorer water quality and low flows.

Past results from Mattson Brook are somewhat confusing. In 2008 the site earned a grade of C-,
down from a grade of C in 2007. (The site earned Bs in 1998 and 1999.) The FBI falls within the
good range while the density and diversity counts are Jow. The number of families may have been
low due to very low water levels. Continued monitoring will provide more complete information
about the condition of this stream.

River Watch 2008, available from HCDES, includes results from all the Hennepin County monitoring
sites and is available at www.co.hennepin.mn.us, keyword River Watch.

Wetland Health Evaluation Program.

In 2008 the West Mississippi Commission participated in Hennepin County Environmental Services’
Wetland Health Evaluation Program (WHEP) with two wetlands. The first, located in the City of
Brooklyn Park’s Environmental Preserve (BP-1), across the street from the Coon Rapids Dam at
Russell Avenue, was also monitored in 2006 and 2007. The second, BP-3, is located in Jewel Park at
West River Road and 89th Avenue in Brooklyn Park. In all, eight teams monitored 32 sites, covering
every watershed in Hennepin County. A map of all the Hennepin County WHEP monitoring sites is
found in Appendix 4.

WHEP utilizes volunteers to collect macroinvertebrate and plant data on wetlands. The program
uses protocols developed by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) to train volunteers to
assess the condition of the wetlands by sampling, identifying, and scoring the invertebrate and
plant communities. Quality assurance checks are performed by Hennepin County staff both in the
field at the wetland and in the laboratory by confirming invertebrate identifications. All scoring
sheets are checked for accuracy by the Hennepin County monitoring coordinator.

The data is used to calculate an Index of Biotic Integrity (IBI) for each monitored wetland. The IBl is
a collection of measures or “metrics” that, taken together, provide a thorough analysis of wetland
condition. It has been researched and proven that an IBI score shows a strong response to human
disturbance or pollution. MPCA has developed a technical IBI that includes ten separate measures.
For the citizen effort, six measures make up the IBI for invertebrates and seven for vegetation.
Results from wetlands BP-2 and BP-3 are shown in Table 2.

The Index of Biological Integrity (IBl) can be used as an indicator of general wetland health and also
as a metric to help detect change. Changes in hydrology, water quality, etc., will be reflected in the
types of plant communities in the wetland and by the pollution tolerance of the
macroinvertebrates. Using these measures, a final score is calculated and used to provide a
gualitative interpretation to the range of scores.

The 2008 Hennepin Field Season Summary of the Minnesota Wetland Health Evaluation Program is
available by contacting mary.karius@co.hennepin.mn.us.

Wetland Management Plans.
MN Rules Sec. 8410.0060 requires watershed management plans to include an inventory of the
functional values of the wetlands in the watershed. The Shingle Creek/West Mississippi
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Table 2: IBI Scores

. BP-1
Metric (cross-checked) BP-3
# Kinds of Leeches 1/1 1
% Corixidae 5/3 1
# Kinds of Odonata 5/5 1
# ETSD 1/1 1
# Kinds of Snails 5/5 3
Total Invertebrate Taxa 5/5 1
22/20 10
Invertebrate Totals (30 max) Moderate/ Poor
Moderate

Macroinvertebrate Index — 23-30 = Excellent; 15-22 = Moderate; 6-14 = Poor

Vascular Genera 5/3 1
Nonvascular Genera 1/1 1
Grasslike Genera 3/3 1
Carex Cover 5/1 1
Utricularia Presence 1/1 1
Aquatic Guild 4/3 1
Persistent Litter 3/3 1
21/15 7

Vegetation Totals (35 max) Moderate/ Poor

Moderate

Vegetation Index — 26-35 = Excellent; 16-25 = Moderate; 7-15 = Poor

Commissions’ Second Generation Plan requires member cities to prepare those assessments
according to a plan and schedule set forth in the Water Quality Plan (WQP).

The Water Quality Plan established a two-phase strategy for completing the assessments. It
identifies approximately thirty “priority wetlands” for which functions and values assessments
should be completed as soon as possible, with the balance of the wetlands to be assessed as
opportunities arise. The priority wetlands were selected based on the following criteria: 1)
connected to lakes, 2) within or adjacent to a greenway or green corridor, such as a stream or trail,
3) within or adjacent to sites with rare species, ecological integrity, or high value native plants, and
4) in areas of expected development. Cities are required to perform functions and values
assessments on all priority wetlands within two years following the adoption of the Water Quality
Plan. The functions and values data will be used by the Commissions in their upcoming 2010
Wetland Management Plan.

The Commissions completed Phase | of the Management Plan in 2008. Seven wetlands were
assessed by Wenck staff using the latest version of the Minnesota Routine Assessment Method
(MnRAM). Three other locations were wetlands that the cities had previously assessed using other
methods. The study found that some of the older assessments required additional data to be
collected. Appendix 4 shows the results of Phase | of the study.
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Cities that serve as LGUs for the Wetland Conservation Act (WCA) will perform functions and values
analyses on their wetlands in accordance with Commission standards. For those cities where the
Commissions are the LGUs the Commissions’ engineer or another qualified consultant will perform
the analyses at the city’s expense.

In 2009-2010 the data will be compiled into a watershed-wide Wetland Management Plan that
evaluates the conditions of wetlands in the watersheds and establishes more detailed policies for
their protection and restoration. During the development of the Wetland Management Plan the
Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) will develop a classification system for Commission
consideration using BWSR guidance and reviewing other classification systems already developed
and implemented. The TAC will also consider whether and how wetlands in the two watersheds
should be managed based on those classifications. Since much of the effort will be in the West
Mississippi watershed, the SC/WM costs will be split proportionately.

Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs).
Every two years, the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) releases the Federal Clean Water
Act’s 303(d) list of impaired waters in Minnesota. Named after the section of the Clean Water Act
in which the impaired waters law is found, the list includes all state lakes, rivers and streams
known to exceed water quality standards.

A Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) and Implementation Plan must be prepared for each Impaired
Water, identifying the contributors to the excessive loads of pollutants and outlining a plan for
returning the water to an unimpaired state. Funding to undertake the TMDL studies is provided by
grants from the MPCA.

Upper Mississippi River Bacteria TMDL.

The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) and the Minnesota Department of Health are
currently developing a work plan for a bacteria Total Maximum Daily Load for the Mississippi River
from St. Cloud to St. Paul. The focus of the TMDL is on the main stem of the Mississippi River and
its direct drainages and not necessarily on the tributaries. However, the tributaries, including Shingle
Creek and West Mississippi, will be an important part of the study. At least six Mississippi River
reaches will be addressed in this TMDL although, after an analysis of existing data is conducted,
additional reaches may be added.

The goal of this project is to describe the reduction in pollutant loading and implementation
activities needed so that Upper Mississippi River reaches can meet the water quality standard for
bacteria (E. coli). In meeting this goal, the implementation of BMPs in critical areas could help meet
the requirements of both the Clean Water Act and the Safe Drinking Water Act.

To date, the Commission has not pursued development of a bacteria TMDL for Shingle Creek due
to limited knowledge on bacteria sources and BMPs in urban areas. Shingle Creek may become
one of the studied reaches because of its size, land use and location upstream of the Minneapolis
Water Treatment Plant intake.

This TMDL will be an opportunity for the Commission to begin developing an understanding of
urban bacteria sources by monitoring potential source areas. For example, partnering with the
MPCA to monitor outfalls from subwatersheds with only one land-use type, such as commercial,
can help improve understanding of bacteria sources in the watershed.
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The second is that Shingle Creek will likely be given a wasteload allocation based on the TMDL,
which is essentially a TMDL for the watershed that Municipal Stormwater permits would need to
address. The Commissions may consider pursuing a TMDL for the watersheds to make sure that
the allocations are reasonable and practical.

The first meeting of the Upper Mississippi Bacteria TMDL stakeholder group occurred in July 2008.
One of the first tasks was to identify stakeholders to serve on three committees that will provide
comments on the TMDL process and draft documents. They are a Technical Advisory Committee
(TAC), Stakeholder Advisory Team (SAT), and Policy Advisory Committee (PAC). At least one or two
meetings will be held annually with each group at key points during the project.

e Volunteer lake, stream and wetland wa- e Sponsorship of rain garden workshops
ter quality monitoring
e Qutreach to neighborhood and lake asso-
e informational articles, brochures and ciations
website
. ) . e Collaboration with WaterShed Partners
e Water quality demonstration projects and Blue Thumb
e Handbooks for various city and public

. e Hands-on activities such as storm drain sten-
audiences

ciling, watershed cleanups and shoreline
e Special community events restoration

NPDES-II Education and Public Outreach Minimum Measure Program.

The nine cities with land in the Shingle Creek and West Mississippi watersheds that are also MS4s
(having municipal separate storm sewer systems) have designated the Commissions to prepare and
provide the education and public outreach minimum measures of the NPDES-II (National Pollutant
Discharge Elimination System Phase Il) stormwater pollution prevention programs. (Minneapolis is
an NPDES-I city and has different requirements.)

Annually the Commissions prepare a joint Public Outreach program that incorporates many of the
Commissions’ current activities and identifies new activities to be undertaken in the future. These
activities include:

The program includes six elements -- education and public outreach, public participation and
involvement, illicit discharge and elimination, construction site stormwater runoff control, post
construction stormwater management in new and re-development projects, and pollution
prevention/good housekeeping for municipal operations. It serves as a base program that cities can
supplement with additional programming and includes appropriate BMPs (best management
practices) and measurable goals. The Commissions provide an annual report of the NPDES-II
program to the MS4s for their use in developing their own annual reports. A copy of the 2008 report
is found on the Commissions’ website.

In addition to a number of ongoing education and outreach activities, in 2008 the Commissions’
Education and Public Outreach Committee (EPOC) undertook two significant special activities. The
first was implementing the results of the Joint Watershed Opinion Survey that was completed in
late 2007. Results of the survey were disseminated to the participating cities and the media in
2008 (Appendix 5) and the EPOC began using the results of the survey to refine the Commissions’
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education and outreach campaign for 2009 and beyond. The survey data is available on the
Commission website.

The survey revealed that homeowners in these watersheds, especially long-time residents, have a
surprisingly high knowledge of water resources issues. They are already undertaking some efforts
to improve water quality and expressed a willingness to do even more. They are also willing to pay
for improved water quality, both individually and as a community obligation. This level of
sophistication about the issues speaks to the investment made at the local, state and regional
levels to raise awareness about water resources and environmental issues. Respondents who
described themselves as “well informed” or “somewhat informed” about environmental issues
were more likely to be willing to undertake new or expanded activities, or support community
activities.

What respondents say they lack is specific knowledge of what they should do and how to do it.
The Joint EPOC is now developing a three year plan to provide: 1) general education to raise
general awareness; 2) targeted information for special populations or for persons desiring a higher
level of knowledge; and 3) special campaigns, including an informational campaign focused around
Ten Things You Can Do to Improve Minnesota’s Lakes, Rivers and Streams, spearheading a
Northwestern Metro Watersheds Summit, and a city staff Volume Management Summit

The second activity involved working with Patrick Henry High School in Minneapolis to provide
programming for the school’s three-week summer water quality program. Commission, Three
Rivers Park District, and Hennepin County Environmental Services staffs partnered to provide a
hands-on educational experience for about 30 high school students who learned about the effects
of urbanization on water quality and biotic integrity in Shingle Creek. The students performed
several monitoring activities on the creek and spent time at the North Mississippi Regional Park to
learn about Mississippi River issues. The school is interested in replicating the program in 2009.

Education and Public Outreach Committee.

The Education and Public Outreach Committee (EPOC), comprised of representatives from the
member cities and Commission staff, coordinates NPDES activities. In 2008 representatives from
the Elm Creek and Bassett Creek Watershed Management Organizations, Three Rivers Park District
and Hennepin County Department of Environmental Services joined representatives from the
Shingle Creek and West Mississippi Commissions to form a joint committee to better coordinate
and collaborate in education and outreach activities for citizens in northwestern Hennepin County.
In 2009 the Minnehaha Creek Watershed District and the Pioneer-Sarah Creek WMO will be added
to the ranks of the Joint EPOC.

The Shingle Creek and West Mississippi Watershed Commissions have an extensive public
education and outreach program that includes, among other things, information on stormwater
impacts and pollution prevention opportunities. Education efforts range from distributing
brochures and newsletters, to meeting with interested community groups, to outreach efforts such
as the volunteer monitoring programs. The messages and materials provided by the Commissions
focus on the sources and impacts of stormwater discharges on local water bodies and what the
public can do to reduce stormwater runoff.

Rain Garden Workshops.
Another joint EPOC activity is Commission-sponsored rain garden workshops. In collaboration with
the Joint EPOC, Metro Blooms, a nonprofit corporation dedicated to eco-friendly gardening
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education for residents of the Twin Cities metropolitan area, has developed a r-
program of workshops that is offered to citizens at minimal cost. Workshop A is 4 &
conducted by a landscape ecologist/educational consultant who presents a do-
it-yourself/how-to approach for constructing a rain garden. Workshop B offers
participants hands-on help and advice on individual rain garden plans. On-site %
consultation is also available as part of the program. Rain garden workshops
were hosted by the cities of Crystal, Maple Grove and Plymouth in spring, 2008.
It is intended that, with collaborative promotion, this program will outreach
residents in all four watersheds.

Water Quality Education Grants.

The Shingle Creek and West Mississippi Commissions co-sponsor a program to provide grant funding
to promote water quality education. Grants of up to $1,000 are available to fund activities that raise
awareness of water quality and improve water quality education. Faculty and staff of public and
private K-12 schools, youth groups, service clubs, churches and neighborhood associations located
in,or whose students/members live in, the Shingle Creek and West Mississippi watersheds are eligible
to receive these grants. Costs of the grants are shared equally between the two commissions.

Funded activities must directly provide educational activities for participants, improve educators’
knowledge, skills and ability to provide educational activities, or provide a “demonstration model”
to further water quality education and awareness. Projects approved in 2008 were:

Crystal Environmental Quality Commission. “Score One for Mother Nature”/Storm Drain Baseball.
The Crystal EQC developed a storm drain maintenance activity to increase the awareness of Crystal
residents regarding the problems created by excess phosphorus and other pollutants that reach
their creeks and lakes via city storm drains. This project will begin Spring 2009.

Patrick Henry High School, Minneapolis. A Political §&
and Environmental Study of Shingle Creek. The [&&88
class provided one makeup credit in science and RN
l one makeup credit in social studies. The classes
included guest speakers discussing their particular
A roles in protecting and improving natural and
# water resources, classroom and lab instruction and
field work in Shingle Creek and the Mississippi
River.

Riverwood Association. Water Quality Day. Purchased specialized maintenance
tools for creating rain gardens and “Blue Thumb Guide to Raingardens” books for
use by the members of the neighborhood association in Brooklyn Center.
Activities on Water Quality day included planting eight new rain gardens and
storm drain stenciling.
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Joshua Wicker, Eagle Scout Project. Erosion control project
along Highway 169 in New Hope to divert heavy runoff
into ditches and filter debris before it enters Bass Creek. .

Blue Thumb

In 2008 the Shingle Creek Watershed Management Commission

became a Blue Thumb partner. Blue Thumb - Planting for Clean 6
Water™ is a collaborative program originally developed by the Rice

Creek Watershed District. Blue Thumb partners are a group of T
professionals from local governmental units (watershed and
conservation districts, cities and counties); non-profit and
community  organizations; and nursery and landscape
professionals.

rLANTING FOR CLEAN A1l

The Blue Thumb program aims to encourage homeowners to use native plant gardening,
raingardens, and shoreline stabilization to reduce runoff from their home landscape in an effort
improve water quality and also helps partners present a unified public education message. The
partnership minimizes duplication and increases the strength of the Commission’s reach to
watershed residents.

Public Outreach.

The Commission continues to provide information and support to its member cities and the
citizens living in those communities. Public involvement and participation is encouraged through a
number of projects and events.

In addition, many of the cities within the watersheds have active outreach programs. These
range from assisting lakeshore associations in promoting use of phosphorus-free fertilizer to
providing educational materials to schools. All of the member cities have some type of citizen
commission that reviews and provides recommendations to their city councils. Below is a brief list
of Commission outreach activities that occurred in 2008.

One element of the Blue Thumb program is an easy-to-use website for homeowners seeking native
plant gardening information. Another key component is a raingarden installation manual for
homeowners. Visit them at http.//www.bluethumb.org/.
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e Sponsored the seventh annual Great e Representation at civic events such as the
Shingle Creek Watershed Cleanup, April 19- Plymouth Yard and Garden Expo.
26, 2008. Brooklyn Center, Brooklyn Park, Distributed native seed packets, book
Crystal, Maple Grove, Minneapolis, New marks and rain garden literature to
Hope, Osseo, Plymouth and Robbinsdale promote buffers and native plants.

articipated.
P P e Visited porous pavement parking lot at

o Maintained website to allow for easy Maplewood Public Works facility, porous
access to Commission activities and asphalt parking lot, green roof and rain
watershed information and events. gardens at the Ramsey-Washington Metro

Watershed District offices; and rain gardens
located at various sites in Maplewood. A
subcommittee will survey public works
directors to determine which cities install
rain gardens as part of their street
reconstruction projects, learn how they are
funded, and whether incentives such as
grant programs are offered to residents.

e Held workshops for public and private salt
applicators as part of the Chloride TMDL
implementation plan.

® Prepared e-newsletter articles and press
releases that provide updated information
on Commission activities to cities and
interested parties.

Grant Opportunities.

The Commission continues to actively seek grant opportunities to fund Commission projects. It is
anticipated the number of grant opportunities will increase due to the passage of a Constitutional
Amendment in November 2008. The Clean Water, Land and Legacy Amendment will provide the
State of Minnesota with about $276 million annually for 25 years to fund the environment and the
arts. The amendment added 0.375% onto Minnesota's existing sales tax. Of those funds, 33% will
go for water quality, 33% for wildlife, 19.75% for the arts and 14.25% for parks.

For water management purposes there will be two sources of funding, each estimated to have $80
million per year for 25 years. 33% is designated for the Outdoor Heritage Fund and 33% is
designated for the Clean Water Council. The Outdoor Heritage Fund will have citizen input from
the Lessard Heritage Council and the Clean Water Council will also create a citizen board.

Interest Proposals.

The required biennial solicitation for interest proposals for administrative, legal, technical and
wetland consulting services was published in the January 8, 2007 edition of the State Register.
After reviewing the responses, the Commissioners approved the individuals and companies named
in Appendix 1. This process will be repeated in 2009.
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Communications.

The Education and Public Outreach Committee (EPOC) of the joint Commissions prepares periodic
newsletter articles for distribution to member cities for reproduction and distribution to the public.
These articles provide information relative to the Commissions’ operations, implementation of
their Management Plan, and current activities and projects. In addition, from time to time, the EPOC
provides news releases to member cities, local newspapers and other media describing Commission
and watershed-wide activities and events. A sample news release is found in Appendix 6.

The Commissions’ primary means of communications to their member cities and stakeholders is
through the Internet. The Internet allows for a more timely distribution of information while, at
the same time, reducing the amount of time, paper and postage expended. Meeting packets and
other timely information are also posted to the Commission’s website, www.shinglecreek.org.

As prescribed by Minnesota Rules Chapter 8410.0150, Subparts 2 and 3, a report is prepared that
details the past year’s activities of the Commission. This Annual Report is also available on the
website.

Financial Reporting.

Financial accounting is handled by the Commission’s Treasurer, an elected officer. Monthly
Treasurer's Reports are prepared for review and approval by the Commission at their monthly
meetings. Karen Jaeger, representative from the City of Maple Grove, served as Treasurer for the
Commission during 2008. Assistance was provided by Deputy Treasurer, Judie Anderson, JASS. The
Commission’s fiscal year is the calendar year.

Operating Budget.

The Commission’s Joint Powers Agreement provides that each member city contributes toward the
annual operating budget based 50% on the area located within the watershed boundary and 50%
on the tax capacity of all property within the watershed. The 2008 cost allocations to the members
are shown as part of the Operating Budget found in Appendix 7.

Of the $135,600 operating budget approved by the Commission for 2008, income of $5,000 was
projected as proceeds from application fees, and $5,000 as interest income, resulting in assessments to
members totaling $125,600.

Treasurer’s Reports.

Details of the Commission's expenditures are provided in financial documents prepared by the
Commission's Treasurer which show year-end totals and monthly expenditures for each accounting
category (Appendix 7.) Total expenditures for year-ending December 31, 2008 were $130,726.
Revenue received in 2008 totaled $135,700, including fees of $3,800 collected for projects
reviewed by the Commission. No WCA escrows were received in 2008.

Financial Statement.

The Commission's 2008 Audit was prepared by the firm of Johnson & Company, Ltd. Results of the audit
indicate that the Commission's financial statements and reporting of revenue and expenditures for the
year ending December 31, 2008 conform with generally accepted accounting principles. As required by
the provisions of Governmental Accounting Standard Board (GASB) Statement No. 34, the Commission
has implemented the financial reporting model, Basic Financial Statements - and Management’s
Discussion and Analysis - for State and Local Governments.
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A copy of the audit is provided in Appendix 7 and includes a balance sheet, statement of revenue
and expenditures, and various notes. The Commission accounts for receipts and disbursements on
a cash basis. Accrual entries are made for year-end financial statement presentation. The 2008
Audit was accepted by the Commission at their June 11, 2009 meeting.

West Mississippi Work Plan for 2009.
In addition to continuing the programs and activities described above, in 2008 the West Mississippi
Watershed Management Commission will:

Continue to review projects within the
watershed in accordance with the
management standards and policies of the
Commission.

Identify and order projects as part of the
Commission’s Capital Improvement Plan.

Develop and implement an Education and
Public Outreach program that meets the
requirements of the Education and Public
Outreach and Public Participation
minimum measures of the NPDES-II permit
program.

Conduct an annual review of the NPDES-II
permit program and submit a report to the
participating MS4s.

Provide review and comment of Local
Surface Water Plans or Plan Amendments
for member cities for conformance with the
Commission’s Second Generation Plan.

Prepare news articles and other media
releases in accordance with MN Rules
8410.0100, §4.

Have a Commission presence at activities
such as the Great Shingle Creek Watershed
Cleanup and other member community
events.

Adopt a 2010 Operating Budget.

Begin Phase Il of the Wetland Management
Plan.

Continue Water Quality Education Grant
Program.

Publish an Annual Report summarizing the
Commission’s yearly activities and financial
reporting.

Continue to serve as the local government
unit (LGU) for administering the
Minnesota Wetland Conservation Act
unless member cities elect to serve as the
LGU.

Participate in stakeholder meetings for the
Mississippi River Bacteria TMDL.

Consider hosting a series of technical
workshops for city engineers, planners and
council members to provide detailed
information on watershed topics relating
to development, redevelopment, and
infrastructure design.

Identify wetland sites for participation in
Hennepin County’s Wetland Health
Evaluation Program.

Continue to sponsor Hennepin County's
River Watch program and encourage
participation by students in schools
located within the watershed.

Actively seek grant opportunities to fund
Commission projects.

Encourage cities to implement regional
ponding facilities wherever feasible to treat
stormwater runoff.

Continually update the Commission’s
website.

Implement 2009 objectives of EPOC.Work
with other governmental agencies and
other watershed management
organizations toward a common goal of
protecting water resources and improving
water quality within the watershed.
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Questions regarding this report should be directed to

JASS, 763.553.1144 or judie@)jass.biz.





